Ward 17 and Ward 20 Budget Forum Minutes

Monday March. 5, 2018, Dallington P.S. 
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PIAC Co Chair, Don Mills CI 
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Principal, Lynnwood Heights Public School

Community Information Fairview
Community Information Fairview
Student
PIAC Ward 17 Rep

Community Use of Schools

Note taker, TDSB


1.  Welcome and introductions

 


Ken Lister, Trustee

· Ken welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the himself and Manna Wong speakers for the evening. attendees introduced themselves and let us know where their children attend school. 
2. Finance Presentation 




Sabrina Wang and Marisa Chiu



· Sabrina Wang Presented materials on behalf of Craig Snider, Executive Officer, Finance TDSB It is attached below.

· Summary highlight: we have achieved a balanced budget. It is a status quo budget for 2018 / 2019. It will be released in April and in May for consultation and presentation for approval in June. The objective is to approve budget before GSM so that a full financial plan can be confirmed. 

· Please see further background and facts in Toronto District School Board Revenue and Expenditure Trends Financial Facts . This is a financial outlook showing trends and stats used in budgeting.
· Monday, March 20, 2017 from 7:30-8:30 p.m. there is an Online Budget Forum. Finance will be talking about the 2017-18 TDSB budget and will make available staff to answer your questions. 

· As well, all may complete the budget survey (available March 7).
· In response to discussion, Marisa and Jackie explained many details of the budget including:  

· There are no surplus staff this year

· There is now a cap at 29 in jk / sk 

· Staffing is 65% in front of classroom 
· The survey will be used for development of the multi-year strategic plan which is a legislative requirement. 
· Information supporting reasons for downward trends are difficult to discern. There is a demit form but not every student fills it out. We all feel we should collect the data to know the root causes. 
3. Trustee Update






Ken Lister, Trustee
Repair Backlog
·  Ken reported on the upwards trend of the Repair Backlog 4.05 Jan 2018, 4.25 Jan 2019, 5.1 Jan 2022 and underscored the scarcity of funding for these items.
· Health and Safety repairs are done immediately. Other issues wait a lengthy period which is made lengthier with the typical construction bidding and contracting processes, notwithstanding the needs of timing the actual construction so as not to affect the school year. 
· At present there is no commitment from the Province on capital funding beyond Aug 31 2018 although projections from the province have the backlog reaching 5 Billion in 2021

· After discussion and an explanation of the root causes, Ken and Manna urged the attendees to sign the petition on fixourschools.ca. 
Repairs accomplished 

Parking lot repairs; 
· Seneca Hill, Forest Manor, RG, Sloane, Shaughnessy (DONE) – New Windows

· Boilers at Milne Valley, Shaughnessy, Ranchdale, Vanier (DONE)

· Cooling Stations at Sloane, Brian, Muirhead, Cassandra, Lescon, Seneca Hill

· Roofs at DMCI (Underway) Roywood, Greenland and Broadlands 

· Lescon - Childcare expansion (DONE);

· Lockers at PV, Vanier, VPCI

· Parking Lot repairs – Three Valleys, Kingslake, Broadlands, GSH (DONE) Shaughnessy (DONE) 

· Georges Vanier - new front entrance (DONE), boilers (DONE), new windows and new lockers; 

· Shaughnessy - Boiler, Parking lot repairs (DONE) and solar panel installation (DONE) and new windows(DONE)

Enhancing Equity Task force
· At the conclusion of the Task Force, staff are proposing what actions they will propose in the plan to address the recommendations, including repairs to enhance accessibility to schools. 

Greek Heritage Month
· March is Greek Heritage Month. 
Program Area Review 

· Greenland PS and Norman Ingram PS are undergoing a Program Area Review currently. 

Notice of Application for Judicial Review

· TDSB has passed a motion approving their legal staff to file a Notice of Application for Judicial Review to ask for clarification on seemingly contradictory Ministry mandated funding management. 
· They are seeking to highlight to the Province that one regulation in use does not follow the Education Act. This is a regulation is related to funds distribution and it was not passed in the house per se, it was issued by the Ministry. It relates to the Education Development Charges that require on or above 100 per cent utilization which is not feasible. In our view there is a precedent involving another school board that suggests that the regulation is not being applied correctly.  Clarification is urgent to release funds to address overcrowding and maintenance.
Newsletter

· Ken’s second Newsletter of the year will be published soon. 

Fun fairs

· Fun Fair season is coming up. If your school is holding one please let Ken know, including May 12 Forest Manor and May 12 Muirhead. As well, Fun Fairs will be held in June at Roywood, Cassandra, Shaughnessy and Three Valleys. 

Upcoming Ward 17 Forums 

​

Monday March 19, 2018

Seneca Hill Public School

7-9pm

Guest Speaker: Lori Moore, Central Coordinating Principal for Special Education

Topic: Gifted Testing and Program

​

Monday April 16, 2018

Forest Manor Public School

7-9pm

Guest Speaker: Colleen Russell-Rawlins, Executive Superintendent for Childcare

Topic: Childcare

​

Monday May 14, 2018

Brian Public School

7-9pm

Guest Speaker: Angela Caccamo, Central Coordinating Principal for

French 

Topic: French Immersion and Extended French

Monday June 11, 2018

Shaughnessy Public School

7-9pm

Guest Speaker: Richard Christie, Senior Manager for Sustainability

Topic: Outdoor Classrooms & Playgrounds
4. Trustee Update





Manna Wong, Trustee
Parents are encouraged to access fixourschools.ca and join them in action advocating for safe and well-maintained schools.  

All are invited to join Trustee Manna Wong and Ward 20 EcoSchool Teams at Eco Fair 2018 for a day of information and fun on environmental stewardship.

Date:    Saturday, April 21, 2018

Time:    11 am – 2 pm

Venue:   L’Amoreaux Collegiate Institute, 2501 Bridletowne Cir, Scarborough (@Warden and Finch E)

Theme:  How do I contribute to a greener planet?  Life Without Single-Use Plastics!

Format: Themed Presentation, Display Booth, Activities, Trivial Games, Environmental Documentary Screening, Poster Design and Mixed Media Challenges, Free Hotdogs for the first 200 participants

5. PIAC 







Trixie Doyle, CO-chair
· The Annual Parents as Partners Conference is coming up Sat. April 28. Conference registration opened last Thursday and in less than one week 500 enrolled. There is some room left at present. Workshops are based on Mental Health and Special Ed. 

· Working on a motion to address the need for School Councils to pay for using schools outside of school hours for the purpose of asking for an exemption. 
· The TDSB is the process of revising the Fundraising Policy in accordance with Provincial standards and TDSB accounting practices. A draft of the new Fundraising Policy is expected to be tabled in 2017. PIAC will share new information as it becomes available. The TDSB Fund raising policy review will result in implementation of some of the schools’ Funding Procedures will change the way to handle money in the schools, Fund raising policy will have to address equitable solutions. 

· Trixie posed the question: what is the plan to make schools accessible by 2025? Some schools are being provided with barrier free upgrades currently but there is no funding plan for this. Please raise these issues with provincial candidates. 
6. Closing Comments 






Ken Lister, Trustee
· Ken thanked the parents, students and staff members who attended tonight and invited all to email thoughts, ideas or concerns to:
Email: ken.lister@tdsb.on.ca
Twitter: @kenlister1
Facebook: www.facebook.com/kenlistertoronto
· A very special thank you to our guest speakers and to Dallington Public School Principal Susan Pitre, and Vice Principal Adam Somer for hosting the meeting.   


Our meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.
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